
W Under current law, California legislators draw their own political districts. Allowing 

politicians to draw their own districts is a serious confl ict of interest that harms voters. 

W Not surprisingly, 99% of incumbent politicians were reelected in the districts they 

had drawn for themselves in the last election. In the election before that, 100% of 

incumbents were reelected. 

W Politicians draw districts that serve their interests, not those of our communities. 

For example, cities such as Long Beach, San Jose and Fresno are divided into multiple 
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The State Budget—The 
Crisis You Can’t Ignore

Everything we care about is under-

mined or made possible by the 

state budget. In this era of budget 

defi cits, the time has come to 

make real changes in the budget 

process. Cutting spending alone 

is not enough; everything should 

be on the table, including raising 

revenues through tax increases 

and elimination of tax expenditures 

(deductions, credits, and the like). 

Our 2007 Convention resolu-

tion about eliminating the ongoing 

budget defi cit only recognized a 

$3 to 5 billion problem—it is now 

$16 billion! The challenge is that 

these funding issues cut across all 

of our League positions.

Visit our Web site www.lwvc.org 

for what you need to know about 

this crucial issue.
LWVC President Janis R. Hirohama and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger at a redistricting 
rally for California Voters FIRST.
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